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Dear Friends of Haiti Marycare, 

 
      During our recent fundrais-

ing dinner our guest speaker, 
Latashia Moseley, began her talk 
with a Haitian proverb:  “Men 

anpil, chay pa lou.” When many 
hands join together the load is 

not heavy.  Each of us, at some 
times in our lives, feels lonely, 

isolated, as if we must carry the 
weight of the world on our own 

backs. In these times of suffering 
and isolation we must reach out 

to others. We need to ask for 
comfort and help. We need to 

give comfort and help. Helping 
others, we help ourselves. We 

join the human community—we 
participate in the troubles and 

joys of our families, our 

neighbors at  home and our   

neighbors in faraway places like 

Haiti. 

      You who work in solidarity 
with Haiti Marycare know what 

happens when individuals join   
forces and work together to 

achieve a shared mission. Many 
hands make the burden light. 

Hard work becomes serious 
play (jwet serye) and gives us 

comfort and joy.  

       

      On behalf of myself and all 
our team, thank you for giving 

us hope. 

 

As always, 
 

Father Dorcin 

Thank You Elirose Joseph 

     In the fall of 2008, Elirose 

Joseph was recognized at the 
Haiti Parish Twinning confer-

ence for her effective work in 
facilitating the Northeast cam-

paign against Filiariasis, an infec-
tious disease commonly known 

as elephantiasis because it 
causes limbs to swell.   

     By the fall of 2009 the 
whole population of Jacquesyl 

had completed a 5 year course 
of vaccination.  The work that 

she facilitated in this region 
reached nearly everyone, a far 

higher percentage of the popu-

lation than campaigns in any 

other areas. 

     Elirose has been the nurse 

administrator at the clinic in 
Jacquesyl since 2001 and her 

fine work there in partnership 
with Mary Lou Larkin, has 

made this clinic a model, year-
round, primary care clinic serv-

ing all the surrounding towns.  

Elirose Joseph, 

Nurse Administrator 

For Health Clinic in 

Jacquesyl, Haiti 

 

Father Joseph Dorcin 

Special thanks to Jane 
Birtwell for her tireless 

efforts organizing and 
assisting with recent 

fundraising events. 

HAITI Marycare 



 During Vacation Bible 

School this past summer, the 
students from St. Elizabeth 

Seton Parish in Ridgefield, Con-
necticut raised money to sup-

port Niche Timoun, which in 
Haitian Creole means, a Nest 

for the Children. In Haiti not all 
children attend school. If the 

family is unable to provide a 
uniform, shoes, books or a 

minimal tuition a child cannot 
go to school. Haiti Marycare 

works to provide for all the 
children in the town, but there 

are some who still do not at-

tend school often due to family 
responsibilities or lack of par-

ents. Niche Timoun meets 
every Sunday and all children 

are welcomed. Here children 
learn songs, poetry, manners, 

and perform in skits about 
health, sharing, and caring for 

their community. They partici-
pate in games and fun activities 

with other children. Three 
dedicated adults from the com-

munity are in charge of the 
program and seek to provide 

all the children with love and 

attention. Besides a monetary 
donation, the children from 

Elizabeth Seton sent handmade 
cards with greetings in Creole 

and crosses that they had 
made. These were delivered by 

Sherman Malone when she 
visited Jacquesyl in October. 

The money will be used for 
activities, art projects, holiday 

foods and parties which other-
wise could not take place. 

Thank you everyone. 

Special Thanks to Vacation Bible School of St. Elizabeth Seton Parish 

Thank you Haiti Marycare volunteer Kris Beckman 

dren in schools in Port au 

Prince and Jacquesyl. Seeing the 
pain and discomfort of so many 

elderly people due to infected 
teeth, Kris became certified to 

administer local anesthesia and 
on her next trip extracted 

many teeth. She worked in the 
local church in greater than 

100-degree heat. The dental 
chair was a school desk and 

waiting patients sat in church 
pews. There is no water or 

stove nearby so frequent trips 
were made to the rectory to 

sterilize instruments between 
patients. Although she had an 

aching back at the end of the 
day, she was rewarded with 

many happy smiles of people so 
grateful for her skills. 

      Here in the US Kris is in-
volved in all kinds of volunteer 

work and is a member of The 

First Congregational Church of 

Bethel. She is also an artist 
producing work for friends, 

family, fundraisers, and recently 
won first place at the New 

England Traditions Decorative 
Artists Convention for a quilt 

she designed, painted and 
quilted. She would like to help 

children in Haiti expand their 
imaginations through art. She 

works tirelessly for Haiti Mary-
care. Besides gathering 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, den-
tal supplies, school supplies and 

organizing the annual Haiti 
Marycare dinner, she tells eve-

ryone she knows about the 
suffering as well as the beauty 

of the Haitian people. She has 
been married to her husband 

Bill for 30 years and they have 
two grown daughters. She lives 

in Newtown CT. 

      Kris Beckman has made 

two trips to Haiti and has 
brought dental care to many 

children and adults for the first 
time. Her greatest attributes 

are her compassion and organi-
zation. She has the amazing 

ability to pack whatever anyone 
else forgets or didn’t think to 

bring. Kris is a licensed dental 
hygienist and has practiced for 

32 years. She also holds a Mas-
ters Degree in Human Nutri-

tion. During her trips to Haiti 
she has provided dental educa-

tion to children explaining how 
teeth grow and how to care for 

them. She used her artistic 
abilities to design large posters 

to use in her talks and left 
them with the schoolteachers 

who reinforce her lessons. She 
also provided fluoride treat-

ments to several hundred chil-

òKris Beckman 

brought dental 

care to many 

adults and 

children for the 

first time.ó 
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Children in Niche 

Timoun 

Kris Beckman     

performing dentistry 

in Haiti. 

Thank you to the Parishioners of St. Rita 

      During October, Catholics 

pay special attention to Re-
specting Life whether it be 

protecting unborn children, the 
elderly, or the weak and pow-

erless.  This October, St. Rita’s 
Parish of Hamden, CT chose to 

honor these values by assisting 
with Safe Birth Kits and health-

care for babies, children and 

their mothers.  As Joan 

DeFrances gave a brief speech, 
parishioners learned about the 

harsh circumstances women of 
Haiti face during childbirth, 

giving birth onto dirt floors, 
lacking the means for the basics 

of sanitation.  In 1995, prior to 
implementing Safe Birth Kits, 

out of 35 births, 3 mothers    

and 10 babies died.  In recent 

years, of those using these kits, 
there have been no deaths 

from childbirth, a statistic of 
which Haiti Marycare is par-

ticularly proud. 

      The generosity of the St. 

Rita parishioners will help Haiti 
Marycare continue to save 

these lives.  Thank you! 



      Early in my connection to 

Haiti Marycare, my chiroprac-
tor suggested I speak to his 

Rotary club. Every year since 
2004 they have been a loyal 

supporter of our work provid-
ing encouragement and solid 

financial support to fund water 

projects in Jacquesyl, Haiti. It 
has been a rewarding associa-

tion in which I have been able 
to observe dedicated people 

whose lives are focused on 
service to others. If I was not 

so involved in Haiti, I would be 

proud to join these people. 
Thank you New Milford Rotari-

ans for your dedication and 
support to the people of Haiti.  

 

- Tom Larkin 

In Memory of Wilhelmina Levesque from Robert and Regina Morris 

In Memory of Peggy Buckley by Mary Regan 

In Honor of Mary Regan’s birthday by Louise Ryder 

In Honor of John and Laura Ryder’s anniversary by Mr. and Mrs. Hayden Sheetz 

 

Thank You New Milford Rotarians 

A Day of Healing for the Grieving and the Elderly 

nation and told them about the 

general state of their health 
(generally pretty good health 

endangered mostly by their 
deep grief).  

Then I did a brief counseling 
session helping them confront 

the traumatic grief and loss 
they had suffered. I stayed with 

them, helping the sad mothers 
reach the safe space of deep 

relaxation, and then Papito 
gave each mother a full body 

therapeutic massage.  
  

      The extraordinary effects 
of this holistic healing were 

wonderful to see. Today, all 
four of those grieving mothers 

are fully engaged in making 
their own lives, the lives of 

their families and the lives of 
people in their community 

better.  
  

      After this spa for those in 
grief and despair, the elderly 

people stopped me and Mary 
Lou on the street and asked, 

with an edge in their voices, 
why do you care only for the 

babies, the children and their 

mothers? Why do you forget 
us and neglect us as so many 

others (often our own fami-
lies)  do?  

Are we not also children of 
God ? Do we not suffer? Have 

we not given our lives to God 
and our children? 

Please do something for us.  
  

What to do? 
  

      It was Mary Lou Larkin’s 
idea--a spa for the elderly. And 

it was Mary Lou's idea that we 
should hold this spa in the 

church, with stations for each 
service offered: blood pressure 

screening, eye tests and glasses 
given, foot massage. Foot mas-

sage was the most popular, 
followed closely by the gift of 

glasses (offered--by Jana Larkin-
-to match not only vision need 

but also the person's personal-
ity.  

 
      Due to the enthusiastic 

reception of our spa, we plan 
to do it again on our next visit. 

      It began with my despair, a 

year earlier, when I learned 
that 4 mothers In Jakzi were 

grieving for their babies who 
had died. These babies did not 

die at childbirth or soon there-
after, (infant mortality rate) 

they died at that critical point 
when a baby nursing 

(sometimes from a  malnour-
ished mother) or even a well 

fed nursing baby gets a fever --
flu, infection, malaria, etc--and 

dies at 6 or 9 months.  
  

      I could not stand to  hear 
of their pain without tryng to 

do something. Mary Lou and 
Papito and I made a healing spa. 

I made home visits to the four 
mothers who had lost a child. I 

listened to the sad stories and 
sat with the mothers as the 

tears from their hearts flowed. 
Later on their special spa day, 

these four mothers (and 
Youdinx crippled by polio and 

Mitch disabled by his terribly 
swollen knee) came to the 

clinic. Mary Lou, with respect 
and understanding of their 
loss, did a primary care exami-

òIt began with 

my despair a 

year earlier, 

when I learned 

that 4 mothers 

in Jakzi were 

grieving for 

their babies 

who had died.ó 
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Elderly woman of 

Jacquesyl, Haiti 

Gifts Honoring those we Love 

Mary Lou Larkin           

performing a foot massage. 



General Statistics of 

Haiti 

 

Of 1,000 women who give 

birth, 17 die. Infant 

mortality during childbirth 

is 60 per 1000. 
 

123 per 1,000 children die 

before the age of five 

years. 

 

Only 56% of children 

attend school. Only 20% 

attend secondary school. 

 

 

Haiti Marycare has done 

great work to improve these 

sad statistics, reducing 

infant and mother mortality 

rates to zero almost every 

year. Please join us in our 

fight to save lives. 
 

 

through GoodShop as a way of 

helping out. 

 

2. Use GoodSearch 

 

      GoodSearch is a sister site 
to GoodShop and works simi-

larly.  Like Google, the Good-
Search site is a search engine 

but powered by Yahoo to get 
the same useful results you 

would expect.  Go to 
www.GoodSearch.com, and 

follow the same process you 
would use to register for 
GoodShop.  If you have already 

registered to support Haiti 
Marycare through GoodShop, 

you will not need to re-
register.  Then go to the search 

bar near the top of the page, 
enter your data and hit the 

Search button.  The results of 
your search will appear.  Good-

Search gives approximately 
50% of its proceeds to non-

profits and each search gener-
ates about $.01.  Although 

seemingly small, this amount 
can add up if you tell all your 

family and friends about Good-
Search and GoodShop for Haiti 

Marycare. 

 

      Here are a few alternative-

ways you can help Haiti Mary-

care. 

 

1. Use GoodShop 

    You can shop on-line at over 
1,000 big name stores such as 

Amazon, e-bay, Best Buy, 
Wal*Mart and Kohl’s, get spe-

cial discounts, and earn money 
for Haiti Marycare all at the 

same time.  Best of all, it’s to-

tally free! 
 

How?  Go to 
www.GoodShop.com and un-

der the Who Do You Sup-
port? area enter Haiti Mary-

care and click on Verify.  
Haiti Marycare (Danbury, CT) 

will appear. Then click on the 
link to your selected store and 

you will see all related, active 
coupons and discounts.  You 

can next either click on a cou-
pon or the Shop Now! button 

and the selected store will 
automatically open.  The shop-

ping and check out process are 
the same as always and within a 

few weeks the store will send a 
percentage of your order to 

GoodShop in trust for Haiti 
Marycare.  Each time you shop 

on-line, please consider going 

3. Volunteer! 

 
      We believe that every 

person has gifts and talents that 
can be useful to help others.  
Some may want to join us on a 

service trip to Haiti, but you do 
not need to travel there or be 

a health professional, engineer 

or agriculturalist to help.        

      Whatever your back-
ground, there are many crea-

tive ways to help out.  Our 
volunteers have helped using 

writing skills, computer skills, 
accounting backgrounds, board 

experience, cooking and nu-
merous other experiences to 

assist Haiti Marycare.  Our 
featured volunteer, Kris Beck-

man, has not only gone to Haiti 
as the first dental hygienist in 

Jacquesyl, but in addition to her 
many other skills is designing, 

painting and sewing an original 
quilt for auction to benefit Haiti 

Marycare.  If you are interested 
in volunteering or would like 

further information about ways 
to help, please contact Joan 

DeFrances at 
jdefrances@haitimarycare.org 

or (203) 248-0244 or Tom 
Larkin at 
tlarkin@haitimarycare.org or 

(203) 797-1893. 

 

Thank you! 

Other Ways You Can Help 

    Working to improve lives through primary health care and education 

We’re on the Web! 

www.haitimarycare.org 

Haiti Marycare 

Thank you to the Parishioners of St. John the Evangelist, Wellesley, MA 

An Update On the School Book Project 

      Students at Our Lady of 

Mercy School this year each 
have their own books in hand 

for study.  In Haiti, schools do 
not provide books for children; 

poor children go without.   

      Thanks to St. John’s, these 

children, preschool through 
sixth grade, now have a real 

chance to study during school 
hours and afterward.  

   Additionally, for the first 

time, preschool teachers were 
able to attend a summer 

teacher program on child de-

velopment.  Following up the 
training, a supervising teacher 

comes to support and coach 
the preschool teachers during 

the year. 

   Also, a master teacher from 
the diocesan center is now 

coming weekly to supervise 
and mentor the primary school 

teachers. 

   We are very grateful that St. 
John’s has given the teachers 

and children this support. 

Students of Our Lady of 

Mercy in Jacquesyl, Haiti 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodshop.com/

